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NOTIFICATION UNDER 37 CFR 1.56 

Assistant Commissioner for 

Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with their obligation under 37 CFR 1.56, 
Applicants hereby inform the Examiner that the subject matter of 
original claims 1-12, 14-32, 34-52, 54-69 and 71-100 in U.S. 
Serial No. 09/026,276 was invented prior to the subject matter of 
original claims 1-96 and 101-116 in the subject application, and 
prior to the subject matter of claims 97-100 as amended. This 
Notification is submitted so that the Examiner can consider any 
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possible prior art effect of the earlier invention under 35 
U.S.C. 102(e), (f) and (g)/103. Applicants anticipate that the 
Examiner will assume that the '276 application and the subject 
application were not commonly owned as of the date(s) the subject 
matter claimed herein was made (MPEP 706.02(1) (3), 7th ed. Rev. 
1, Feb. 2 000, Examination of Applications of Different Inventive 
Entities Where Common Ownership has not been Established) . 
Applicants reserve the right to refute or rebut any grounds of 
rejection, including rejections under 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or 
(g)/103, and to establish common ownership. 




Respectfully submitted. 



Kevin M. Farrell 
Attorney for Applicants 
Registration No. 35,505 
(207) 363-0558 

York Harbor, ME 03 911 
Date: 
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